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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 7 
11201 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, Kansas 66219 

 
 

October 27, 2020  
 
Mr. Michael Carolan 
1008 Federal  
Belchertown, MA 01007 
 
Re: Freedom of Information Act Request No. EPA-R7-2020-007151, Clarification Letter  
 
Dear Mr. Carolan:  
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information Act request. This letter concerns the above 
referenced Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, received by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA or Agency) on July 29, 2020. In your request you seek:  
 
“All documentation and letters and reports, both internal and external, including memos and 
letters to residents and government officials, including but not limited to the Johnson County 
Economic Development Corporation, the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, 
the Missouri Dept. of Natural Resources, and the Rose Chemical Steering Committee, relating to 
the Rose Chemicals site in Holden Missouri in the previous 36 months until present, including 
but not limited to documentation from Manuel Schmaedick, On-Scene Coordinator, Assessment, 
Emergency Response and Removal Branch, Superfund and Emergency Management Division, 
under EPA site id: MOD980633069, and excluding those found on the world wide web at 
http://response.epa.gov/holdenbusinesspark.” 
 

I. Clarification 
  
On October 27, 2020, Angela Stillwagon called to speak with you about your request. As 
indicated in 40 C.F.R. § 2.102(c), we discussed specific information about the records you seek, 
including whether you seek records that may contain Confidential Business Information (CBI) 
and a more detailed description of the records sought. You provided additional details about your 
request. During the call we discussed the following clarifications:  
 

a. Correspondence from EPA to Holden, MO Residents and State Partners 
a. Letters from EPA to: 

1. Johnson County Economic Development Corporation; 
2. MO Dept Health of Senior and Services; and  
3. Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 

related to the vapor intrusion and Phase 1 and Phase 2 of Brownfield 
assessments from 2015/6-2020, with a narrowed scope of the past 36 months 
until present. 
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b. Correspondence from the Community to EPA and State Partners 
a. Letters from residents of Holden, MO to the EPA related to illnesses believed 

to have come from the site and related health concerns. 
b. Letters from residents of Holden, MO to EPA related to “Annual tractor pull” 

or “Holden Tractor Festival regarding concerns related to spitting up dirt in 
“questionable” toxic field from 2015-2020. 

c.  Vapor Intrusion Sampling  
a. Requester and EPA discussed the availability of these records. The results of 

the vapor intrusion sample will not be complete until early 2021. It was 
suggested EPA suggested the requester submit a request specifically for this 
data sampling, relevant documents, and correspondence after vapor intrusion 
sampling is completed.  

b. This includes correspondence from the EPA (including Tetra Tech 
contractors) to the residents of Holden, MO informing them of the vapor 
intrusion results. This correspondence would not be available until the sample 
is completed in early 2021.  
 

On October 27th, you confirmed the scope of this request is accurate.  
 

II. Next Steps  
 
The processing clock has been restarted for your request. EPA has initiated the search and review 
of potentially responsive records in our files. EPA will need to coordinate with relevant Subject 
Matter Experts on the release of any responsive materials. EPA estimates a completion date of 
November 13th, 2020. Please note, this estimated completion date may be subject to change, and 
as discussed, we will reach out to you again to provide you with an update and discuss any 
questions you have.  
 
You may contact Angela Stillwagon by phone at (913) 551-7707 or email 
stillwagon.angela@epa.gov for additional questions or to arrange a time to discuss the request.  
 
Additionally, you may seek assistance from EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison at hq.foia@epa.gov or 
(202) 566-1667, or from the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS). You may 
contact OGIS in any of the following ways: by mail, Office of Government Information 
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, Room 2510, 8610 Adelphi Road, 
College Park, MD 20740-6001; email, ogis@nara.gov; telephone, (301) 837-1996 or (877) 684- 
6448; or fax, (301) 837-0348.  
 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Angela Stillwagon  
Attorney  
Office of Regional Counsel 

 

 


